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Messieurs les Présidents

rences Régionales des Universités
Centre - Ouest - Est

I?Jb:l '::o-cﬁﬁ:::::f(;;p::::;fOUr Védition 2023 du magazine « AU ECHO ».
Fut

conmicatonde .00t o sl ey 7Elon de Fformitin o de 1y
oS Mo n contenu lié au théme de Fannée de
L Umqn africaine, vient de lancer un « call for papiers » pour alimenter I'édition 2023 du
maga;ine « AU ECHO » avec comme théme annuel « accélération de Ia mise en ceuvre de la
ZLECAF », Ce magazine est distribué aux chefs d’état et de gouvernement, aux ministres, aux
délégués des hauts responsables politiques et aux médias lors des sommets de LUA et
d’autres réunions et conférences.

A cet effet, les parties intéressées sont invitées a soumettre des articles factuels sur le
potentiel et les progres réalisés dans les différents secteurs ainsi que les initiatives innovantes
qui sont entreprises au niveau institutionnel national et continental pour promouvoir le
commerce, sur la base des décisions de L'UA et leur mise en ceuvre se rapportant au
commerce et au développement social et humain. Aussi, cette initiative concerne les organes
et employés de Funion africaine, les états membres de 'UA, les institutions universitaires
africaines, les groupes de réflexion, les organisations de société civile, les experts de

I'industrie ainsi que le grand public.

Sont jointes a cet envoi, les modalités et les conditions de participation, dont la date
limite est fixée au 28 octobre 2022, ainsi que les liens des documents qui pourraient servir
de références a I'élaboration des contributions.

Je vous saurais gré des dispositions que vous voudriez bien prendre a ce sujet.

Cordialement
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CALL FOR PAPERS
AU ECHO 2023 EDITION

_ The Year of AfCFTA
THEME: “Acceleration of AfCFTA Implementation”

Introduction: ot :

_ Agg;ndalzgga places great Importance on the role that trade plays in developing
- Bconomies and recognises that trade is a powerful engine for economic growth and
. devalopment. In Africa barriers to trade have resulted in a fragmented regional
. Bconommy that has overtime, positioned Africa’s role in the global frade market as
: ‘fgnuq_amqn;ayy_ being a_raw material (commodities) suppller in exchange for
. manufactured goods, and rendering the continent's share in giobal trade insignificant.
~The challenges arising from continually fluctuating commodities prices and Africa’s
“limited value dddition to its natural resources renders Africa vulnerable to the external

shocks derived from export dependency. o

“The - Agenda -2063 flagship project. African Continental Free Trade Area
. (AfCFTA) refers to & contingntal geographic zone where goods and services move
i £ "among mamber states of the AU with no restrictions. The AFCFTA aims to boost intra-
h. U Africantrade by providing a comprehensive and mutually beneficial trade agreament
7" among the “member “states, covering frade in. goods and services, Investment,
“inteftectual property tights ‘and: competition policy. Other continental frameworks
- includs Boesting. Intra African Trade (BIAT) which aims to deepen Africa’s market
. intpgration and significantly Increasing the volume of trade that African countries

' lindertake amorigst themselves from the. current levels of about 10-13% to 25% or

rcre within the next decade, and The Action Plan for the Accelerated Industrial
Davelopment of Africa (AIDA), which aims to mobilise both financial and nonfinancial
rezources and enhance Africa’s !ndustrial performance.

AfCETA is a high ambition trade agreement, with a comprehensive scopa that includes
orilical areas of Africa’s economy, such as digital trade and investment protection,
arrongst other areas. By eliminating barrlers to trade in Africa, the objective of the
AFSFTA Is to significantly boost intra-Africa trade, particularly trade in value-added
production and trade across all sectors of Africa's economy.

The AFCFTA Is the world's largest free trade area bringing together the 55 countries
of the African Union (AU) and eight (8) Regional Economic Communitias (RECs).
The overall mandate of the AfCFTA s to create a single continental market with &
population of about 1.3 biilion people and a combined GDP of approximately US$

3.4 triflion,

As part of its mandate, the AfCFTAis to eliminate trade barriers and boost Intra-Africa
trade. In particular, it is to advance trade in value-added production across all service
sectors of the African Economy. The AfCFTA will contribute to establishing regional
velue chains in Africa, enabling investment and job creation, The practical
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implamentation of the AfCFTA has the potential to foster industrialisation, job creation,

and Invest
and | ment, thus enhancing the competitivenass of Africa in the medium to long

The African Continental Free Trade Area (ATCFTA) Agreement entered
30 May 2019 for the 24 countries that had depnsit)oggthalr instruments ;?t?a{;ir:;ig:
with the African Union Commission (AUC). This date marked 30 days after the 22n
instrument of ratification was deposited, as stipulated in Article 23 of the AfCFTA
n Aggg emaent. The operational phase of the AfCFTA Agresment was officially launched
: _.on 7 July 2019 1n line with. a Declsmn and Declaration adapted during: the 13th
Sum nbt _Union on § December 2020, start of -
'tradlng undar the AfCFTA reglme began on 1. January 2021 under an mtanm z
_ arrangament :

PN r-‘rnemciai and Eoonamlc inclusion for African Women demands. collectwe focus and

acﬁuns on’ criucal lssues suéh as access to financial resources and servu:es ‘scaling -~
hm Leamaes 0T tipthe capacities.in’a dynamic global environment, access to land Ownership, proparty

EAEL TR RS ""and Dthar praductwe assets. as well as skllls and market mformatmn

. . ’I' o meet tﬁese oond:ﬁons. the AU Commission. established, in 2020, the Trust Fund =
" for African Women' ‘(TFAW) as ‘the main tooi for Implemenﬂng the Decade for Financlal g o E i
‘and Economlc Inclusion (2020-2030) T i

~od "‘;With‘the_iaunch of tradrng under the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) in
“Janyary ‘2021 that_,would 1éverage women's - financial ‘and economl¢ Inclusion.
=) pm:tations & High-as relates {6 the expanded business prospects far women-.
B4 businesses; ‘Which will Uniock  the potential for. African women to. grow their
blusinesses froh-i'm:cro é magro enterprises. The Agreement establishing the AICFTA
re gnises 1 ‘the heed; to ' build and Improve the export. capacity of both formal-and
“‘;"’*inf' | service suppluers with. particular attention 10 micro, small and, medium size
ent erpﬂses irn which worhen and youth actively participate. Furthermore, the AfCFTA
Protocols on Trade in Goods, Trade in Services, investment, Intellectual Property
Rights and Competition Policy, provide clear guidelines to ensure emerging
enterprises and infant industries are protected thus adding impetus to the Agenda
20€3 goals of gender equality, women empowerment and youth development. .

Achilevements of AfCFTA to date:
1, Commissloning and operationalisation of the AfCFTA Secretanat

9. Launch of trade under the AfCFTA

3, Reaching 43 State Partles as of April 2022, following the 43rd deposit of the
instrument of ratification by the Kingdom of Morocco

4. Launch of the Pan-African Payment and Settlement System (PAPSS) In
collaboration with the African Export-Import Bank {Afreximbarik)

5. Signing of the ATCFTA Adjustment Fund Management Agreement with

Afreximbank
8, Inauguration of the AfCFTA Advisory Council on Trade and Industrial

Development
7. Launch of private sector engagement plan In partnership with the MasterCard

" Foundation. The focus is on four initial priority sectors or value chains: agro-
processing, automative, pharmaceuticals, and transportation and logistics for
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quick wins, based on the ote
: ntl
production capabilities on the go ntfne::t for import substitution and exlsting

The Cali:
::t?gazng;n& al:):tf::‘s;::st.’ t::; ;:e Alé r.rs"well as other documented pronouncements and
» @0d In line with the theme of tha ear, int j
are hereby cailed upon to submit for the 2023 Edi AL Eoh, p e
Sreby dition of the AU Eche, i
evidence-based articles on the i s
e-Dased articles or potential and progress made in the vari
well as, ipnovative Initiatives that are being undertaken at. igstiﬁ:tibné?,ggbzersgrz':g

S b hased on the implementation of AL decislons, regarding trade and vance
o ot U R ATiRiementation of AU decislons, re ng trade and or ‘
s ,tg'.a_ccelera_tlng human capital and social devalopmeit. s r?Ievahqe_

Sk The following AULdecisions, resolutions and polj ‘docum P —
vt . sen/ as reference for the articles. . d cy ‘ u ents andrasourcesshauld
;g e Agreement Establishing the African Conftinental Free Trads Arsa. © '

- Submission Requirements & Deadline: : - W
» Contributions will be accepted from institutions, organs and employees of the
African Union, AU member states, African academic Institutions, think tanks,
civil soclety organisations and representative groups {e.g. women, youth),
industry experts and the wider public. The editors resarve the right to reject
papers they deem to be inconsistent with the guidelines outlined in this call for
papers.
» Languages: Articles for publication may be submitted in English or French.
| Word count: Not more than 2000 words per article.
* Images: Pertinent Phofographs and other illustrations that enhance the articles
are weicome. These must be original to the author and/or under a creative
| common license, Authors must confirm their ownership of such illustrations and
| captions must be provided. ;
o All submissions must contain the full name and contact of the sender, his/her
| organization / job title (iIf applicable),
| Submissions will only be accepted through email which must be titied as given
| below and can only be submitted through the email accounts listed below for

consideration,
o Title / subject of email: SUBMISSION ~ AU ECHO 2023- (INSERT
TITLE OF ARTICLE) :
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© Bess_'ﬂwﬁ'
Sond all manuscnpts and oorrespondenca to
and Gamal@afriga-union.org
» Copyirtg Qlﬁ@afnca-gm ug q
« DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION

o Manuseripts must be received before or by 17.00 East African Time

_About the AU ECHO: T
o _The AU ECHO provides a platfom for'the 56 Member States of the, Afncan Union, and

The ma of tha Year

Abc nba Soft coples are posted online on, www au, mt

ma;an cltizens to profile’ the successes of Africa, and to impart knowledge and .
-:eprnoncos borne from African led initiatives, based on the. instruments and detisions |
“of the "African - ‘Union. ft'is published on an-annual basis by. the Directorate. of -
“Information dnd Commumcatuon of the AUC with contant Iarge!y related to the AU s

& AU ECH ""'"disu'ibuted to AU Haadsof State and Govemment. Mintsters. senior S
policy mekers' delegates,’ and media during the. AU Summits and other substantive * - a

ewtings and conferences as well as to. offices af the African Union. Distribution is o e
also' made fo developmentpartnar organlsatmons and Consulatestmbass:es in Addas- 2R,
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Liens utijes ;

- U'Accorq étabﬁssant la ZLECAF -

https:

trade-aerea), -africain-continental-free.

- Annexes compilées de I'Accorgd -
httgs:ggau.intgsites(default[ﬁlesgdccuments{?.7121-doc~
draft annexes estht of cfta.pdf

- Etudé sur les opportunités offertes aux femmes €n matiere de commerce
frontalier informel dans Je cadre de la ZLECAF :

https://au.int{en/documents/20220311/stud\g—opportunities-afefta-wo men-
informaI-and-cross—border-trade

- ZLECAF Questions et Réponses

https://au.int/en/documents/201803 15/afcfta-questions-answers

- Les mecanismes de reglement des différends pour les accords de commerce :

https://au.int/pt/node/30992

- Stratégie de I'UA pour I'égalité des sexes et |'autonomisation des femmes
2018-2028 :

https://au.int/en/documents/20190320/au-strategy-gender-equality-womens-
empowerment-2018-2028

- Le rapport de la décennie sur les femmes ( 2010-2020) :

https://au.int/en/documents/20220707/africain-womens-decade-report-2010-
2020




