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English

Thesis Abstruct

In the name of Allah, the most gracious, the most merciful.

The end of the last century had seen a great scientific revolutions
which exceeded in some manifestations the limits actually expected, and
biological research and its results were in the lead of these revolutions,
making the scientists describe this era as the era of biology.

While the research in this field continues and is evolving rapidly; and
after the appearance of what’s called "genetic engineering", came the
announcement of "The Human Genome Project, which was launched in
1988 and it was predicted to be completed in a matter of fifteen years, a
goal which has been achieved.

This project is the most important ongoing research in biology yet;
where the effort of seven major countries have been consolidated in one
contract in order to coordinate and exchange techniques with each other,
for the establishment of a joint research organization, which has never
been witnessed in the history of science.

The Human Genome Project (HGP) is an international research effort
which aims to develop a detailed map of the genetic material of the
human being, through the analysis of the deoxyribonucleic acid, known
for short as DNA, which carries the total number of genes, combined
they form the “human genome”.

This careful analysis of the genome will enable the identification
of genes sites responsible for the human qualities, as well as the
mandated role, and will provide a reference map of the common human
heritage (the DNA), which will allow the analysis of the genome of each
individual and the development of its own genetic map revealed through



different genetic qualities, his sickness and health, present and future,
with various degrees of possibility, and even- alleged by some-the
specific genes responsible for the human behaviour like agressiveness
and depresion...

While the traditional view regarding the Islamic law is usually directed
to the partial practical issues (figh or Islamic jurisprudence) which a
problem poses, in this research, I find that the Shari’a purposes view, in
the human genome project, calls for a careful study of two matters
different in the approach taken to study each one, and together they form
the major research questions:

e The first relates to a comprehensive vision of the Human Genome
Project, which displays the legitimate purposes in the general sense, to
evaluate the project and the intellectual philosophical visions lightened
by the Shari’a law purposes (Makassed Ashari’a).

¢ The second point, which relates to the vision of partial practical
issues raised by the project, or which consolidates the practical
applications of these new possible interventions particularly in the
field of medicine.

First question : New technologies will enable the expansion of genetic
testing possibilites , which appeared and begun to spread in Western
countries , and will reach the Islamic countries soon , hence the need for
doctrinal study (Figh) of these new inventions in an attempt to put clear
legal rulings for the different types of these genetic tests availble.

The second issue: Success in identifying the genes sites is considered a
prelude to interventions, in which the change in many ways, either by
changing the diseased genes, which is known as “gene therapy”, or the
genes responsible for unwanted traits wished to be adjusted or
compensated by better ones, especially in embryos, a genetic
intervention which aims in some of its manifestations to improve the
human species, and that’s what we call “Eugenics”.



The intervention of Islamic law and its guidance to assess the various
issues that will rise has become a necessity not to be ignored; to stop this
scientific development is no longer feasible nor justified, but that
continuity is inevitable both of the research with noble goals, which
seeks human wellbeing, or those that take place in clandestine
laboratories which we are unaware of their real goals, hence, the
importance of Islamic jurisprudence (Figh) intervention to control this
research and its uses , as long as it is no longer possible to prevent and
stop the scientific march.

The thesis is divided to an introduction, two chapters and a
conclusion:

* The first chapter is a presentation of the scientific data in the
Human Genome Project and its effects on human: beginning the chapter
by a foundation presenting the development of genetics as a science,
then gradually in the three parts.

* Adopted the same approach in the second chapter, which focuses on
the study of Islamic purposes in the project and the related practical
issues that need a detailed study (Figh).

* In the end, I put a conclusion defining the most important results of
the study.



