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The Instructional and Orientalist Approach to Ibn
Khaldoun’s Ideology

Abstract: Ibn Khaldoun is considered by many scholars as
the most distinguished social thinker appearing in the period
separating between Aristotle and Machiavelli. He established
himself at the cross-section between historical, philosophical,
ideological, jurisprudential and even Sufi trends. Ibn Khaldoun
may be seen to agree with some thinkers in his civilisational
view he has about many fields of knowledge. However, his ideas
about education go beyond the limit of time and history. He has
the merit of the being the first to have suggested modern
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instructional approaches, especially as regards the principle of
motivating learners and accounting for their competence and
aptitude, and the way to scientific mind and the requirements
of a good instructor. In fact, he reached the conclusion of
modern scientists that education is a scientific and permanent
process. Good and useful instruction, according to him, is based
on dialogic talk, auto-learning and problem solving. He
considered the learner to be the objective of the learning
process. Knowing about the nature of the learner is the focus of
the instructional and educational process. The present study
aims at showing the characteristics of lbn Khaldoun’s scientific
approach and his educational and prospective views stated in
the Prolegomena (The Mugaddimah). It is important to
acknowledge that the Khaldonian view includes original and
advanced ideas in relation to the historical epoch during which
he lived (1332-1406).
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Amold Toynbee, Study of History, Vol III, The Grouth of Civilisation
Oxford, University, Press, 1956, P321-328.
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