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The southwest of the Algerian Sahara through the books of French travelers
Eugane Dumas's trip to the Algerian desert in Anmudja
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summary:

French historical studies on the Algerian Sahara, especially those related to the

south, gained popularityWestern explorers, scholars, clerics, and some political
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and military leaders received great attention, and their historical writings
summarized the colonial incursions into the Algerian Sahara and the most
important difficulties they faced in the expansion and occupation operations.

A large number of French people have written books about the trip to Algeria
from France since that timeThe Ottoman Empire, and in the seventeenth century
it was associated with collective practical purposes, including: proselytization,
trade,In the eighteenth century, it took on a romantic character, and the journey
became one of the main activities of European intellectuals specializing in
anthropology, ethnography, and natural sciences The writing movement
increased in the modern era during the century (19 AD and 20 AD) in Algeria,
and the destinations of these trips varied and their topics varied. Due to the
different specializations and hobbies of its writers, they included writers, clerics,
diplomats, military personnel, and exploring scientists in the fields of
anthropology, archaeology, geography, medicine, ecology...etc The Algerian
Sahara was one of the new and exciting places for the French travelers, which led
them to explore it and present a summary of what they found there, the sights and
landmarks they saw there, and what they knew about the customs of its
inhabitants, their daily life, and their most important occasions. These trips and
many others took care of By photographing the desert, either accurately, based on
truth and observation, and research and investigation of Algeria and its desert;
Sometimes it came as an expression of the traveler’s admiration for what he found
on his desert journey, or as a satire complaining about the nomadism and
backwardness that the desert people sufter from..

My choice of this topic initially revolves around one of the important topics that
were of interest to French historians and academic writers, which concerned the
Algerian southwest at the beginning of the colonial incursion, and ways to control
the desert. Among these first writings was what was written by Eugéne Dumas,
this man who lived in the Algerian desert. For a long time, not to mention his
many books. Therefore, through this intervention, we wanted to answer the
following problem: Who is Eugéne Dumas? To what extent was Dumas able to

?discover the Algerian desert? What areas did he contribute to exploring
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> - Daumas Eugene:(1845) le Sahara Algérien études géographique statistique et historique sur la
région au sud des établissement Frangaise en Algérie ,Dubos freres fortin, Masson et G-Alger,
Paris.p6

® _daumas(e),meures et coutume de I'algerie,introduction d’a.djeghloul,la bibliotheque arabe sindbad
,paris,1988,pp14,15
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8 -daumas(e),le grand désert itinéraire d’'une caravane sur sahara au pays des négres royaume de haoussa,
paris 1848,préface,p3
% ibid,pp 30
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9 Eugéne Daumas :"le Sahara Algérien: Etudes Géographique,
Statistique, et Historique sur la Région au Sud des Etablissements
Francais", Langlois Leclercq, Paris, 1845, P40
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Y Eugene Daumas, " le Sahara Algérien”, Op. Cit. P P 248-258.
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