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luc chantre ; "Une menace venue d’Orient.Un Siécle de Pélerinage a La Mecque dans
I’Algérie Coloniale (1840-1940)

Hajj under French Colonial Rule in Algeria: Between Health Surveillance and Political Control
Based on Luc Chantre’s article, “Une menace venue d’Orient. Un siecle de pélerinage a La Mecque dans
I’Algérie coloniale (1840-1940)”
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Abstract:

During the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the French colonial administration in Algeria

did not regard the Hajj merely as a religious obligation, but as a matter of political and strategic
concern. Beginning in the mid-nineteenth century, colonial authorities implemented a strict
regulatory framework governing Algerian pilgrims’ travel to Mecca, including mandatory
travel permits, administrative procedures, police supervision, and quarantine measures justified
by the prevention of epidemics such as cholera.
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Beyond public health considerations, these measures reflected deeper political anxieties about
the circulation of reformist ideas and pan-Islamic networks that could challenge colonial
authority. Consequently, the Hajj became a domain of surveillance and administrative control,
illustrating the broader colonial strategy of regulating mobility and managing religious life to
safeguard political stability.

This paper examines the extent to which French colonial authorities organized and controlled
the Hajj in Algeria and questions whether health regulations functioned as a pretext for broader
political surveillance. It highlights the colonial perception of the Hajj as a security issue and
analyzes the intersection of religious, health, and political dimensions in its administration.

Keywords:
Hajj — French Colonialism — Algeria — Colonial Surveillance — Health Policy — Religious

Administration

& B jlod Cpodancald 38 85 By b 3,2 e ) Bylemsa V1 2AE D ) (3 (2 S
) gy lamaa V1 8V ol b asled) W oy soly (o) il ) J3F L it 40 1)
o WLl o) JUis) plel JIB s 18 BY (ol Ly ol 35 aduogy bl 52 ! JUis
gt m) Ogp Ju L Vb, ol i e 2y Bealed) By ASCadly G JUisly g
C Y Bpall elally o lly slaa V1 Ad1e sl g ALl gl gl Lol g
11940, 5 1840 py o bl sl ols 390 513 agm a 3,5) ey

o TSm0y slish U L) a5l Jle Uy 13) ST Ul eds 2,87 sy
s B ag Aoy jeaad s Wl slel b bl 2l o hak | glemsa VI Jlsdt OF la,

Pyies Lib Jlesl Jlss) o LS 4 3gl) (3 el (S9de dmglay (Soka) Do Fbias

! _Luc Chantre, “Une menace venue d’Orient. Un siécle de pélerinages a La Mecque dans
1’ Algérie coloniale (1840-1940)”, Revue d’histoire moderne & contemporaine, 2016/2, no. 63-
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