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The use of non-lethal weapons in armed conflict

-Smart Solutions or Obvious Violations-
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Abstract

The road to hell is often paved with good intentions, such as "non-lethal” weapons, which
certainly fall within the framework of the humanization of war. And although they are
described as "non-lethal”, the term itself is still misleading, as the possibility of serious injury
from their use and even death is very likely. And since they use very different technologies, it
is difficult to judge them when they are used in armed conflicts. For this, it is necessary to
study each type of weapon independently and to judge whether it is compatible with the
principles of international humanitarian law, because some really constitute intelligent

alternatives, but others do not obey these principles in any way.
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-Brian Rappert, Non-lethal Weapons as Legitimizing Forces:
Technology, Politics and the Management of Conflict, Taylor & -
Francis e-Library, FRANK CASS PUBLISHERS, United States of
America, 2005, p.vi.
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-David P. Fidler « The meaning of Moscow: «Non-lethaly weapons and
international law in the early 21st century », International Review of the
Red Cross, Vol. 87, No. 859, September 2005, pp. 525-552.
-Douglas Holdstock, Jack Piachaud et Robin M. Coupland, « The SIrUS
Project Towards a Determination of which Weapons Cause 'Superfluous
Injury or Unnecessary Suftering », Medicine, Conflict and Survival,
Published By: Taylor & Francis, Ltd. , Vol. 14, No. 3 July-September
1998y ,pp. 243-24.
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No. 3 2013y, pp.272, 274.
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4 Policy for Non-Lethal Weapons, US Departement of Defense Directive No. 3000.3, par. C (9 juillet 1996). Voir aussi
Politique de 'OTAN sur les armes non létales, OTAN, 13 octobre 1999, a I'adresse. «Les armes non létales sont des armes
spécifiquement congues et mises au point pour mettre hors de combat ou repousser le personnel, avec une faible
probabilité d'issue fatale ou de lésion permanente, ou mettre hors d'état le matériel, avec un minimum de dommages non
intentionnels ou d’incidences sur I'environnement.»)
Selon la définition du Département américain de la défense, les armes «non létales» sont des armes «explicitement congues
et employées avant tout afin de causer l'incapacité du personnel ou du matériel, tout en réduisant au minimum les décés, les
[ésions permanentes aux personnes ainsi que les dommages indésirables aux biens et & 'environnement
> Nick Begich, Techniques de contrdle mental, Osmora édition numérique, Montréal, 2009.
6 Alexander Kelle, «La science, la technologie et les régimes de contréle des armes chimiques et biologiques», Forum du
Désarmement, 2005, p. 7, p. 10. On trouvera un rapport sur les problémes de santé des otages survivants deux ans apres les
faits dans l'article de Anna Rudnitskaya, «Nord-Ost tragedy goes on», The Moscow News, No. 41,2004, a 'adresse
7 David P. Fidler « The meaning of Moscow: «Non-lethal» weapons and international law in the early 21st century »,
International Review of the Red Cross, Vol. 87, No. 859, September 2005, pp. 525-552.
8John Kenny, Potential Health Effects of Non-Lethal Weapons, paper presented at First Annual Non-Lethal Technology and
Academic Research Symposium, Quantico, Virginia (May 3-5, 1999),. And David P. Fidler, p.61.
9 David P. Fidler, op.cit., p.59
9 Fouad Sabry, op.cit.
MSanté publique et armes chimiques et biologiques, Rapport d’'un groupe de consultants de 'OMS, Organisation Mondiale
de la Santé, Genéve, 1970,p.23.
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19 "Adverse health effects of exposure to laser radiation are theoretically possible across the entire optical spectrum from
180 nm in the ultraviolet (UV) to 103 mm in the far infrared (IR), but the risk of retinal injury due to radiation in the visible
and near infrared regions (400Y1,400 nm) is of particular concern.... If exposures approached 1000 W mj2 for a second or

two, there would be an almost immediate sense of heating of the cornea leading to blinking and rotation of the eye. »
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