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Events of May 8, 1945 in the Algerian Press and Arabic
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Preamble:
The events of May 8, 1945, represent a turning point in Algerian history, playing a pivotal role
in igniting the War of Independence and strengthening national unity. The sacrifices made by
Algerians that day to regain national sovereignty rightfully earned it a National Day of
Remembrance. Despite their brutality, these events significantly contributed to the development of
the Algerian national movement's political and militant ideology. They represented a stalemate
between the occupying authorities and most political factions in Algeria, as well as other segments of
Algerian society. The Algerian press played a crucial role in documenting these events through its
media coverage, news reports, and reporting on various activities, statements, speeches, and the
.reactions of civil society
The Algerian press was not alone in the media landscape; the colonial press in Algeria also
intervened to shape the image of this event and construct its own narrative regarding the events of
May 8, 1945, through its propaganda efforts aimed at influencing public opinion. Because the events
of May 8 were a major historical event, the Arab press embraced it, defining, depicting, documenting,
and analyzing it. In doing so, it contributed to amplifying the voice of the revolution to the world
through its media coverage of this painful event in Algerian history. It served as an Arab media front
that countered French propaganda and exposed the practices of colonialism.
Since history needs to be recorded, documented, and narrated, and still needs to be, not only
through historical writing but also through literary writing, a group of writers turned their attention
to newspapers and found in them the vessel in which they could present their opinions and address
the issue from their perspective. Newspapers such as Al-Basair, Al-Sha’la, Al-Manar, and others
opened their doors to them... which formed a rich source of material for us, especially prose writings,
with the article being at the forefront, as it is considered the cornerstone of journalistic prose
writings.
To this day, the events of May 8, 1945 continue to inspire historians, writers, and others, and
serve as a reference point for the vibrant idea and vivid image of the struggle of a people who loved
life, glorified freedom, and sacrificed precious things for the homeland to live. The press remains a
supportive and accompanying media outlet, providing information through words, sound, and

images.
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