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Preamble:

Historical research constitutes one of the fundamental pillars for understanding
the development of societies, analyzing past transformations, and thereby interpreting
the present and anticipating the future. Since this type of research is essentially
grounded in source material in its various forms, the historian’s success in constructing
accurate historical knowledge depends on his or her ability to collect, evaluate, and
utilize sources in a systematic and scholarly manner, supported by appropriate tools and
techniques.

In light of the profound transformations witnessed within the humanities in
general—including the discipline of history and its openness to auxiliary sciences—
scholars have been driven to adopt new methods and instruments for engaging with
source and archival materials, particularly in terms of collection, analysis, and critique,
with increasing reliance on digital media. This evolution compels a reconsideration of
the traditional approaches and mechanisms that have long characterized historical

research.

Historical inquiry thus emerges as a dynamic scientific field, whose methods and

tools continue to evolve, especially in the context of the rapid technological



advancements that have reshaped the relationship between researcher and source.
Historical sources, in their multiple forms, represent the backbone of any serious
scholarly study, while archives—with their diverse holdings—constitute fertile
ground for extracting data and analyzing historical events through various

methodological lenses

With the diversification of sources (official, private, written, oral, audiovisual, etc.)
and the rise of digital archives and electronic databases, it has become increasingly
necessary to employ new techniques and tools to engage systematically with archival
material—from its collection and documentation to its critique, analysis, and

integration into the production of historical knowledge.
Conference Problematic

Against this backdrop, the organization of this National Scientific Conference seeks
to shed light on the theoretical and methodological challenges related to the use of
sources and archives. It further aims to provide a platform for the exchange of scholarly
expertise between researchers in the fields of history and archival studies.

Central questions guiding the conference include: What are the most significant
techniques and tools for the use of sources and archives in historical research? What is
their relevance, and how might they best be employed in the extraction of historical
material? These questions will be addressed through theoretical approaches as well as
empirical experiences presented by professors and researchers from various

universities and archival and research institutions

Keywords: Sources — Archives — Source and Archival Materials — Digital Media —

Historical Knowledge Productio
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