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Abstract

The period of the Algerian War of Liberation constitutes a crucial chapter in the history of
modern Algeria and a genuine embodiment of the Algerian people’s struggle against French
colonialism. In their long journey of resistance, Algerians adopted multiple forms of
opposition, among which peaceful resistance—particularly mass demonstrations—stood
out as one of the most significant revolutionary methods employed both inside and outside the
country. These actions aimed to make the silenced Algerian voice heard and to confront
French colonial schemes.

Special attention is given here to the activities of Algerians within the French metropolitan
territory, as their presence in France stemmed directly from colonial policies that deprived
them of their political, social, and educational rights, and expropriated their agricultural lands
and properties. Consequently, large numbers of Algerians migrated to France in search of
employment. This working class endured harsh conditions and all forms of exploitation,
including mistreatment and low wages. Despite these difficulties, their numbers steadily
increased year after year.

For over seventy years following the occupation, the nature of confrontation between
Algerians and the French forced Algerians to resort to uprisings, having been denied other
forms of expression such as journalism, petitions, publications, parliamentary representation,
and demonstrations. However, by the early twentieth century, the evolution of national
political life and the rise of collective awareness led Algerians to adopt these modern forms of
struggle, notably mass demonstrations, as an effective and innovative means of resistance—
particularly during the War of Liberation.

The central problem addressed in this study lies in revealing an important dimension of the
revolution’s history: the ways in which Algerian workers in France contributed, through their
various activities, to supporting the national liberation movement. Accordingly, the following
questions arise:



o To what extent did the revolutionary activities of Algerian workers in France
contribute to the success of the War of Liberation?

e How did the demonstrations of 17 October 1961 support the Algerian revolutionary
cause?

Keywords: Migrants — War of Liberation — Algerian Workers — Revolutionary Activity —
Demonstrations of 17 October 1961.
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