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The Impact of the Juristic Maxim “What Is Tolerated in Means Is
Not Tolerated in Objectives” on Regulating Electronic Commerce
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Abstract:

This paper examines the legal maxim “What may be excused in means is not excused in
ends” and its role in regulating the Sharia-related issues associated with electronic commerce.
It aims to highlight how this maxim can be applied to accommodate modern digital means used
in commercial transactions while preserving the fundamental objectives of Islamic law. The
study also addresses the main jurisprudential challenges raised by the digital environment,
particularly those related to contracting, payment, and documentation methods. It concludes
that this maxim provides a methodological framework that balances the flexibility of
technological means with the stability of Sharia objectives in financial transactions.
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